
Sports Turf Rating System

Cornell Turfgrass

Light Water Food Color Bare Soil Weeds Mowing Feel of Ground Terrain Intensity Expected Quality

% Shade Irrigated or Not Fert. Apps/Yr. Nutrient               
or Pest Issue % Exposed Soil % Non-Turfgrass Mow Ht. 

(inches) Surface Firmness Surface 
Drainage Events per day How close to 

perfect?

1= Full Sun 1= Yes 1= 2 or more 1= Green 1=0-25 1=0-25 1=2 to 4.5 1=Firm 1=Adequate 1= 2 or less 1= No concern

2= Part shade 2=No 2= 1 2= Evenly 
yellow 2= 25-50 2= 25-50 2= 1.5 to 2 3= Spongy 3=Some 

Puddling 3=2 to 4 3=Somewhat

3= Deep Shade 3= none 3= Patchy 
Yellow 3= >50 3= >50 3= >4.5" 5= Hard 5= Large Pools 5= More than 4 5= Perfect

Location 5= No Turf 5= No Turf 5=<1.5" Total

Rose Bowl 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 5 16

Trumansburg Soccer? 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Now What?

11 to 20 continue current management, except if  color rating 3 or bare soil rating >2

21 to  35 Reassess management program, unless quality expected is <3

Greater than 35 consider renovation, change in use intensity or quality expectations


