
CHAPTER 385

.P.  - L.D.

An Act to Address the Health Effects of Mercury Fillings

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1094-C is enacted to read:

§1094-C.  Brochure and poster

1.  Display.  Beginning July 1, 2002, a dentist who uses mercury or a mercury amalgam
in any dental procedure shall display the poster adopted by the Department of Human
Services, Bureau of Health under this section in the public waiting area of that dentist's office
and must provide each patient with a copy of the brochure adopted by the bureau under this
section.

2.  Rules. The Director of the Bureau of Health within the Department of Human
Services shall develop a brochure that explains the potential advantages and disadvantages to
oral health, overall human health and the environment of using mercury or mercury amalgam
in dental procedures.  The brochure must describe what alternatives are available to mercury
amalgam in various dental procedures and what potential advantages and disadvantages are
posed by the use of those alternatives.  The brochure may also include other information that
contributes to the patient's ability to make an informed decision when choosing between the
use of mercury amalgam or an alternative material in a dental procedure, including, but not
limited to, information on the durability, cost, aesthetic quality or other characteristics of the
mercury amalgam and alternative materials.  The director shall also develop a poster that
informs patients of the availability of the brochure.

The Director of the Bureau of Health shall, in consultation with the Department of
Environmental Protection, adopt the brochure and the poster described in this subsection as
major substantive rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A.  The brochure and
poster must be provisionally adopted and submitted to the Legislature for consideration
during the Second Regular Session of the 120th Legislature.  Copies of the brochure and
poster must be provided to dentists in the State at cost.


