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1.0 COMPENSATION PLAN

1.1 Overview

Central Maine Power Company (“CMP”) is pleased to provide a Compensation Plan (“Plan”) which
addresses a variety of natural resource impacts from the proposed construction and operation of the New
England Clean Energy Connect (“NECEC”) Project. This Plan achieves a no-net-loss of ecological
functions and values through a combination of: use of the In-Lieu-Fee (“ILF”) Program by the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection (“MDEP”) and US Army Corps of Engineers-New England
District (“USACE”) as a compensatory mitigation option for permit applicants; preservation of regionally
significant natural resources; and implementation of a number of wildlife habitat enhancement projects.
This Plan meets the compensation requirements of the MDEP, pursuant to the Natural Resources
Protection Act (“NRPA”), 38 M.R.S. 8480-A et seq., and of the USACE pursuant to Section 404 of the
CWA (33.U.S.C. §1344).

As described in CMP’s NRPA application, submitted on September 27, 2017, CMP first sought to avoid
and then minimize impacts wherever practicable through a thorough alternatives analysis (NRPA
Attachment 2) and engineering design. However, where impacts cannot be avoided, a number of
mitigation measures will be employed prior to and during construction to minimize impacts. These
include measures such as: erosion and sedimentation controls, the use of equipment mats, consultation
with third-party inspectors, construction timing restrictions, installation of avian avoidance markers, and
winter condition clearing and construction, where practicable. Areas of temporary impact will be restored
and revegetated as per the restoration measures described in CMP’s Environmental Guidelines for
Construction and Maintenance Activities on Transmission Line and Substation Projects (“Environmental
Guidelines™) (see CMP’s Site Law Application, Exhibit 14-1).

In this Plan, CMP will compensate for temporary and indirect natural resource impacts (i.e., impacts not
directly associated with the placement of fill, such as conversion of habitat or tree clearing) and
permanent alteration of protected natural resources. All temporary impacts will be of short duration, i.e.,
less than 18 months, and typically much shorter than 18 months. Permanent impacts requiring
compensation are limited to either cover type conversion of protected natural resources or placement of

fill resulting in loss of protected natural resource area.

CMP developed this compensation plan with input and participation from MDEP and USACE. CMP held

a working session with both agencies in April 2018, with the goal to define those compensable impacts
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and determine the compensation rates or ratios each agency would require. While each agency’s
requirements differed slightly, CMP’s has developed a comprehensive compensation package that
satisfies the requirements of both the MDEP and USACE. In the NRPA Application, CMP proposed to
offset unavoidable impacts to natural resources, which are not fully addressed through CMP’s avoidance
and mitigation measures, through a contribution to the MDEP ILF Program. While USACE specified that
full compensation via ILF was acceptable, the MDEP indicated that ILF cannot be used as the sole source
of compensation for the Project. The MDEP requires a compensation package that consists of a
combination of preservation, enhancement, and/or ILF to offset the variety of project impacts including
those impacts that are outside the purview of the ILF Program (38 M.R.S 8§ 480-Z, e.g. indirect impact to
rivers, streams or brooks, indirect impact to local and/or regional recreational values and outstanding river
segments and wildlife habitat). The Compensation Plan set forth here is robust, fully accounts for and, in

fact, provides more than the required compensation amounts for unavoidable Project impacts.

In consultation with MDEP and USACE, CMP defined the protected natural resource impacts that will
result from construction of the NECEC and which will be addressed in the Compensation Plan.
Additionally, the compensation ratios at which CMP must offset those impacts were determined by
working directly with MDEP and USACE. Those rates can be found in Exhibit 1-1, NECEC Mitigation

Guidance: Compensation Ratios and Adjustments per Agency.

CMP’s Compensation Plan addresses the following unavoidable impacts:
=  Temporary Wetland Fill
= Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested Wetlands
= Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Inland Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitat (IWWH)
= Permanent Cover Type Conversion in Significant Vernal Pool Habitat (SVPH)
= Permanent Fill in IWWH
= Permanent Fill in SVPH
= Direct and Secondary Impact to USACE Jurisdictional Vernal Pools
= Other Impacts:
o0 Existing recreational uses of outstanding river segments
o Indirect impacts to coldwater fisheries

o Impacts to wildlife habitat
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1.2 NECEC Compensation Components
1.2.1  Compensation Summary

The NRPA Wetlands and Waterbodies Protection Rules provide that “compensation is the offsetting of a
lost wetland function with a function of equal or greater value,” and sets as a goal “no-net loss of wetland
functions and values” (NRPA Wetlands and Waterbodies Protection Rules, Chapter 310 § 5C). This goal
supports the federal goal of no net loss stated in a February 6, 1990 Memorandum of Agreement
(“MOA") between USEPA and USACE titled The Determination of Mitigation Under the Clean Water
Act Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines.

Compensation amounts, or ratios of compensation to impact, are established by the Wetlands and
Waterbodies Protection Rules, Chapter 310, and the Significant Wildlife Habitat Rules, Chapter 335. For
example, compensation by restoration, enhancement, or creation is to be at least at a ratio of 1:1 for
wetlands that are not of special significance and 2:1 for impacts to Wetlands of Special Significance
(“WOSS”; (Chapter 310 84). The ratio is set at 8:1 for preservation, which can include adjacent upland
areas (Chapter 310 § 5C5(a-c). For those impacts offset through the ILF Program, resource compensation
fees are calculated using resource-specific formulas, resource compensation rates and resource
multipliers, as provided in the DEP Fact Sheet — In Lieu Fee Compensation Program (2015) (“ILF

Program”). Resource multiplier takes into consideration the significance of specific resources.

Compensation ratios established by the USACE’s 2016 New England District Compensatory Mitigation
Guidance (“Mitigation Guidance”) are based on complexity of the wetland system, likelihood of
compensation success, degree to which functions are replaced, and temporal losses for certain functions.
The USACE has developed standard compensatory mitigation ratios (multipliers), provided as guidance
allowing for “flexibility,” and suggested multipliers, which are a starting point for developing a
compensation plan. The guidance also suggests that while the ILF Program is “considered preferable,”
preservation as mitigation can support the goal of “no net loss of wetland functions.” Preservation parcels
used for mitigation (33 CFR 332.3(h)) must meet certain criteria to be considered for this purpose. The
USACE generally follows the MDEP’s ILF Program resource compensation rates and resource

multipliers.

Both agencies acknowledge that, for some resources, the temporary or secondary impact associated with
transmission line construction and long-term operation does not equate to a full loss of resource functions

and values, and therefore allows for adjustments to the standard ratios and multipliers depending upon the
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resource and activity type. The USACE defines these adjustments, as a percentage of the standard amount
by resource type, within Table C2 Recommended Compensatory Mitigation for Temporary and/or
Secondary Impacts to Wetlands (Table C2) of the 2016 Mitigation Guidance. The MDEP provided
correspondence to CMP dated April 25, 2017, in which Michael Mullin, former Director of Land
Division, Bureau of Land Resources, allowed for a compensation adjustment of 60% for permanent cover
type conversion impacts within significant vernal pool habitat, as defined by 38 M.R.S. § 480-B(10).
CMP interpreted this adjustment to apply to all significant wildlife habitat and as such is applying a 60%
adjustment to permanent cover type conversion impact within IWWH. See Exhibit 1-1, NECEC
Mitigation Guidance: Compensation Ratios and Adjustments Per Agency; Exhibit 1-2 MDEP Letter Re:

Compensation for significant vernal pool habitats within transmission line corridors (Apr.25, 2017).

Compensation planning for the NECEC included a review of existing and potential compensation tracts
already in CMP’s ownership. CMP looked for compensation opportunities based on the criteria set forth
in the USACE’s Mitigation Rule, 33 CFR 332.3(h). Properties which were not considered as part of this
final plan did not provide sufficient ecological or regional value to merit preservation. After a
comprehensive GIS evaluation, the most viable tracts were field surveyed for the presence of natural
resources. CMP considers the compensation parcels presented in this Plan as eligible for this use, as
demonstrated in Section 1.2.2.2 and within the letter report from the Musson Group dated August 10,
2018, which evaluated the preservation parcels for purposes of meeting the USACE mitigation

requirements and is provided as Exhibit 1-3.

For impacts that require compensation from both the MDEP and USACE, CMP used the higher USACE
ratios in determining required compensation amounts. For resource impacts for which only one agency
required compensation, NRPA or USACE guidance was followed. The Compensation Package Summary,
Exhibit 1-4, details the preservation parcels and the Project impacts they are proposed to offset. The In-
Lieu Fee Summary, Exhibit 1-5, presents the calculated fees by resource type with the standard formulas,

and appropriate multipliers and adjustments. Table 1-1 below summarizes the results of those Exhibits.
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Table 1-1: Summary of Compensation
Resource Type & Impact Agency Form of Amount of
Requiring Compensation Compensation
47.21 acres of Temporary Wetland Fill USACE In-Lieu Fee $600,651.89
149.07 acres of Permanent Cover Type
Conversion of Forested Wetlands
USACE and Preservation of
an
(Includes 13.31 acres of cover type ) Preservation 510.75 acres of
conversion within IWWH and 31.30 MDEP wetlands.
acres of cover type conversion within
SVPH)
0.85 acres of Permanent Fill in Wetlands
ial Signifi USACE and
of Special Significance (WOSS) In-Lieu Fee $278.871.99
MDEP
(Includes fill within SVPH and IWWH)
4.47 acres of Permanent Fill in Wetland | USACE and )
In-Lieu Fee $765,942.19
(Non-WOSS) MDEP
0.01 acres of Permanent Upland Fill in
IWWH MDEP Preservation Preservation of
132.19 acres of
13.31 acres of Permanent Upland IWWH
Conversion in IWWH
0.72 acres of Permanent Upland Fill in )
MDEP In-Lieu Fee $70,906.45

SVP Habitat

! The USACE requires compensation for Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested Wetlands. The MDEP
requires compensation for Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Significant Wildlife Habitat. Compensation for
wetlands within Significant Wildlife Habitat is included within the Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested
Wetlands calculation. Cover type conversion within upland areas of Significant Wildlife Habitat areas are

compensated in their respective categories.
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Resource Type & Impact Agency Form of Amount of
Requiring | Compensation Compensation
31.31 acres of Permanent Upland
o MDEP ILF $63,873.77
Conversion in SVPH
Direct and Indirect Impact to USACE
o USACE ILF $2,113,103.77
Jurisdictional Vernal Pools
In-Lieu Fee $3,839,350.06
Total In-Lieu Fee with 10%
$4,282,685.07

Contingency (see Section 1.2.2.1)

2,076 acres of total
land preservation
which contain:
Total Land Preservation 510.75 acres of
wetland preservation
and, 132.19 acres of
IWWH preservation

1.2.1.1 Temporary Wetland Fill

Temporary wetland fill impacts are primarily associated with the construction of short term access ways
required for clearing and construction activities. Temporary fill associated with access way construction
was conservatively calculated assuming non-frozen ground conditions. As a result, temporary fill or the
use of protective matting (e.g. timber mats) for heavy equipment set up and travel was included in the
calculation for access ways and structure preparation areas in all wetlands. Access ways have been
designed to avoid, and when avoidance is not possible, to minimize disturbance to protected natural
resources to the greatest extent practicable. For example, wetlands and streams will be crossed at their
narrowest point if other conditions and construction access requirements allow this. Access ways will be
removed as soon as it is safe and feasible to do so and when access ways are no longer needed for the
Project. Fill needed for temporary access ways will not cause a net loss in wetland acreage or
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functionality. These small, scattered impacts will have a de minimis effect on the overall functions and
values in the areas in which they occur, and there will be no permanent loss of wetland functions and
values or wetland area. Temporary wetland fill will be in place significantly less than 18 months, and

typically for a period of 12 months.

Compensation for temporary wetland fill, in place less than 18 months, is only required by the USACE,
and is not required by MDEP. For the purposes of determining the appropriate ILF, the USACE follows
the guidance defined in the MDEP Fact Sheet-In Lieu Fee Compensation Program (rev. 8/13/2015). The
compensation fee for temporary fill was calculated using the resource-specific formula with a resource
multiplier of one. An adjustment to the standard calculation for ILF payment developed by the USACE
for temporary and secondary impacts is applied to temporary impacts to emergent wetlands (5%) and

temporary impacts to scrub-shrub wetlands (10%).

There are approximately 19.25 acres of temporary wetland fill impact to emergent wetlands and 27.96
acres of wetland fill impact to scrub-shrub wetlands. A payment of $600,651.89 will be contributed to the
ILF Program to offset Temporary Wetland Fill Impacts.

1.2.1.2 Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested Wetlands

The majority (73%) of the NECEC Project will be located within or immediately adjacent to existing
transmission line corridors. Clearing of tree species capable of growing into the conductors (referred to as
“capable species”) will be required to expand, typically by 75 feet, the width of the portion of the corridor
where the Project will be co-located with existing transmission lines, and to create the 150-foot wide
section of the new corridor located between The Forks PIt and Beattie Twp. Tree removal from wetlands
does not result in a net loss of any wetland area, and only potentially shifts or alters, but does not reduce,
certain wetland functions and values. This type of cover type alteration, i.e., conversion of forested
wetlands to early successional cover type wetlands, will result in the largest cumulative wetland

alteration.

Compensation for forested wetland conversion is not required by the MDEP but is required by the
USACE. The MDEP requires compensation for permanent cover type conversion of significant wildlife
habitat. Compensation for wetlands within significant wildlife habitat is included within the permanent
cover type conversion of forested wetlands calculation. Cover type conversion within upland areas of
Significant Wildlife Habitat areas are compensated for in their own respective categories (i.e. IWWH and

SVPH). Conversion of forested wetlands to scrub-shrub wetlands account for approximately 149.07 acres.
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Of the 149.07 acres of conversion, 3.90 acres are within SVPH and 0.003 acres (150 square feet) are
within IWWH. Even though there is no-net-loss of wetland functions or acreage resulting from clearing of
forested wetland CMP will offset conversion of this habitat with the permanent preservation of lands
which provide comparable habitat. For forested wetland conversion, the USACE’s standard is 20:1; with

a ratio adjustment of 15% was used to calculate the total required preservation amount of 447.22 acres.

The three proposed preservation parcels -- Flagstaff Lake Tract, Little Jimmie Pond-Harwood Tract, and
Pooler Pond Tract -- contain 510.75 acres of wetland to offset 149.07 acres of forested wetland

conversion impact, which is 63.5 acres or 15% over the amount of compensation required.
1.2.1.3 Permanent Upland Cover Type Conversion of IWWH

High quality IWWHs are typically composed of deep emergent marshes with high levels of interspersion
of shrubs, open water, emergent wetland vegetation, and floating leaf, aquatic plants. As such, these
habitats are typically not heavily forested and can be crossed by transmission line corridors without being

significantly or adversely affected.

There will be approximately 13.31 acres of permanent cover type conversion in upland areas of moderate
and high value IWWH. Compensation for wetland portions of IWWH, are are accounted for as part of
Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested Wetlands. Compensation for cover type conversion is
only required by the MDEP, and not the USACE. Clearing and construction in IWWHs will take place in
accordance with the time of year restrictions for work within IWWHSs, as described in Section 7 of the
Site Law Application. In some cases, clearing in IWWHSs will provide vegetation cover type diversity that
adds value to existing IWWHSs. Because there is no loss of acreage of IWWH, and in most circumstances
no, or minor, reductions in the functionality of the habitats from conversion activities, CMP determined
that permanent preservation of comparable or higher-value habitat provides more than sufficient

compensation for clearing in IWWHs.

The MDEP’s standard ratio of 8:1 and a ratio adjustment of 60% (consistent with adjustments in other
significant wildlife habitats prescribed by MDEP, e.g., significant vernal pools) was used to calculate the
total required preservation of 63.87 acres of IWWH for permanent cover type conversion of high and
moderate value IWWH. CMP will preserve a total of 132.19 acres of high and moderate value IWWH to
offset 13.31 acres of upland cover type conversion within IWWH, which is 62.47 acres, or 90% over the

amount of compensation required.
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1214 Permanent Upland Cover Type Conversion of Significant Vernal Pool
Habitat

The NECEC Project contains approximately 62 vernal pools which meet the definition of significant
vernal pool under the Maine NRPA Chapter 335 significant vernal pool habitat identification criteria
(DEP Reg 335.9B). The vernal pool habitat (also referred to as “vernal pool critical terrestrial habitat™)
includes the pool basin or depression plus a 250-foot buffer around the pool. Within the NECEC Project,
permanent conversion from forested to non-forested cover in upland portions of significant vernal pool
habitats totals approximately 31.31 acres. Compensation for wetland portions of SVPH, are accounted for

under Permanent Cover Type Conversion of Forested Wetlands.

CMP will compensate for this unavoidable impact through a payment to the ILF Program. The
compensation fee for upland cover type conversion within SVPH was calculated using the average
assessed land value per square feet of impact. During the April 3, 2018 compensation working session,
MDEP (Jim Beyer) indicated that impacts to upland areas within Significant Wildlife Habitat do not
require a Natural Resource Enhancement & Restoration Cost factor, which is intended for the restoration
of wetland areas. An adjustment of 60% to the standard calculation for ILF payment, as prescribed by
MDEP, was applied. A payment of $63,873.77 will be contributed to the ILF Program to offset
Permanent Upland Cover Type Conversion within SVPH.

1.2.1.5 Permanent Fill in Wetlands

There will be permanent fill impact from structures placed in wetlands. Fill will result from structures,
soil mounding associated with pole placement, and, where necessary, concrete foundations. The area of
disturbance for reach pole varies on structure type. Structure installations will range from approximately
30 to 185 square feet of permanent fill per structure, depending on structure type (e.g., steel monopole or
wood H-frame). Following installation, the areas around each structure will naturally revegetate to
herbaceous or shrub wetland communities. The small loss of wetland area from the structure fill equates
to a negligible loss of wetlands functions and values relative to the remaining wetland area at each
structure site. Taken individually, impacts from structures will have a negligible permanent impact on

their particular installation locations.

The Merrill Road Converter Station and the Fickett Road Substation will have permanent wetland
impacts from fill. Approximately 3.84 acres and 1.33 acres of permanent wetland fill will be required to
construct the Merrill Road Converter Station and Fickett Road Substation, respectively. Permanent fill
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impact from transmission line structures total approximately 0.15 acre. CMP will provide compensation
for the cumulative permanent wetland impacts associated with structure installation and substation site

development, which total approximately 5.32 acres.

Wetlands within NECEC segments and substations were classified as either wetlands that are not of
special significance or as WOSS, as defined in DEP Reg. Chapter 310.4, and discussed at CMP’s Site
Law Application Section 9.2.3. Significant wildlife habitats reviewed to determine freshwater WOSS
include:

= mapped habitats for state and federally listed T&E species;

= high and moderate value IWWH,;

= presence of significant vernal pool habitat;

= areas within 250-feet of a great pond;

= wetland containing more than 20,000 square feet of open water or aquatic or emergent marsh;

= |ocated within a flood plain;

= designated as a peatland; or

= Jocated within 25 feet of a river stream or brook.
Of the 5.32 acres of permanent wetland fill, fill in Non-WOSS and WOSS wetlands totals 4.47 acres and

0.85 acre, respectively.

The ILF contribution for permanent fill in wetlands was calculated for each wetland type, non-WOSS and
WOSS. The compensation fee for permanent fill in non-WOSS was calculated using the resource-specific
formula with a resource multiplier of one; WOSS was calculated using a resource multiplier of two, as

prescribed in the DEP Fact Sheet - In Lieu Fee Compensation Program.

There are approximately 5.32 acres of direct wetland fill. A payment of $1,044,814.18 will be contributed
to the ILF Program to offset Permanent Fill in Wetlands.

1.2.1.6 Permanent Upland Fill in IWWH

Where unavoidable, direct non-wetland impact to IWWH will result from the placement of transmission
line structures. Direct impacts to non-wetland areas within IWWH total approximately 0.013 acre (561
square feet). Compensation for impacts to wetlands within IWWH will be included in the ILF

contribution for permanent fill in freshwater wetlands contained in IWWH, designated as WOSS.
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The MDEP’s standard ratio of 8:1 was used to calculate the total required preservation of 0.06 acres of
IWWH for upland fill within high and moderate value IWWH. CMP will preserve a total of 132.19 acres
of high and moderate value IWWH, to offset the .013 acres of upland permanent direct fill within IWWH

as well as the 13.31 acres of upland cover type conversion, discussed in 1.2.1.3.
1.2.1.7 Permanent Fill in Upland Significant Vernal Pool Habitat

Permanent fill in SVP habitat will result from pole placement in both wetlands and uplands located within
the 250 foot critical terrestrial habitat located around the pool depression, as well as from site
development associated with the Merrill Road Converter Station. Potentially significant vernal pools that
have not yet been determined as “significant” by MDIFW will be included in this calculation. There will

be no direct impact to any significant vernal pool depressions.

Permanent fill in wetland areas located within SVP critical terrestrial habitat requires 100% compensation
with a resource multiplier of two and is accounted for in the ILF calculation for permanent fill in WOSS.
Permanent fill impact in upland portions of the significant vernal pool habitat requires 100%
compensation with a resource multiplier of one and will also be accounted for in the ILF. Approximately
0.03 acre of permanent fill will be required for the placement of transmission structures within upland
portions of the SVP habitat. Construction of the Merrill Road Converter Station will result in the
placement of 0.689 acre of permanent fill in upland portions of vernal pool habitat. There are no SVPs on
the Fickett Road Substation site.

The MDEP ratio for compensation of permanent fill in upland portions of significant vernal pool habitat
was applied. An ILF contribution of $70,906.45 was determined for compensation for permanent fill in

upland portions of significant vernal pool habitat.
1.2.1.8 Direct and Indirect Impacts to USACE Jurisdictional Vernal Pools

Under the provisions of Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act, the USACE regulates activities in
“waters of the United States,” which include vernal pools. Vernal pools are defined by the New England
District of the USACE in the General Permit (GP) for the State of Maine reissued on October 13, 2015.
The USACE definition, while very similar to the MDEP’s, does not reference “natural” and does not
recognize or differentiate significant vernal pools based on number of indicator species egg masses.
Instead, the GP definition indicates: “the presence of any of the following species in any life stage in any

abundance level/quantity would designate the waterbody as a vernal pool: fairy shrimp, blue spotted
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salamanders, spotted salamanders or wood frogs. The USACE may determine during a Category 2
Review that a waterbody should not be regulated as a vernal pool based on available evidence.”
Furthermore, under the Maine GP the USACE regulates activities within a distance of 750 feet from
vernal pool depression, also referred to as the “vernal pool management area,” which includes the pool
depression, the envelope (area within 0 t0100 feet of the vernal pool depression edge), and the critical
terrestrial habitat (area within 100 to 750 feet of the vernal pool depressions edge).

In September 2016, the USACE New England District issued its updated Mitigation Guidance document.
Within this document, the USACE provides the following guidance: “to determine the appropriate
mitigation for vernal pool impacts, the pools to be impacted must be evaluated using the USACE Vernal
Pool Characterization Form. This form documents both the quality of the vernal pool and its surrounding
landscape to determine overall level of function of the pool.” This “DRAFT Vernal Pool Characterization
Form (9-7-16),” included within the guidance, is designed to characterize vernal pools and provide a
valuation based on a point system for features of the pool and surrounding habitat for regulatory purposes,
impact and compensatory mitigation assessment. The pools are scored or valued based on vernal pool
characteristics, vernal pool envelope (100 ft) and critical terrestrial habitat area (100-750 ft)
characteristics, and species present within the pool. Pools are then classified as having high, medium or

low levels of functions, as determined by the scoring system on the form.

When the 2016 USACE Mitigation Guidance was issued, the NECEC natural resources survey effort was
well underway. As such, CMP’s consultants recorded field observations and pool characteristic data on
the MDEP’s Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment forms (DEPLW0897-82008) if the pool was potentially
significant as defined in NRPA. For those pools which were not potentially significant as defined under
NRPA, but were jurisdictional under the USACE, data was collected on a consultant-created form that
documented the survey efforts, which were conducted in accordance with a long standing, broadly vetted,
rigorous methodology accepted by the regulatory agencies. Nonetheless, the consultant created form did

not utilize the scoring or classification contained in the 2016 guidance.

To equitably evaluate the pools based upon the classification of high, medium, or low, and to provide the
appropriate level of compensation for each resource, CMP proposed evaluation criteria based upon the
existing level of information collected using the principals of the new 2016 guidance as a framework.
CMP worked with the USACE to determine the evaluation methods and received feedback on its

proposal. See Exhibit 1-6.

NECEC / Compensation Plan Page 12 August 2018



New England Clean Energy Connect

Compensation Plan

August 13, 2018
Following the examination of all vernal pool features within the project area, CMP determined that 56
high value pools, 122 medium value pools, and 72 low value pools will be impacted by the Project and

will require compensation.

The 2016 Guidance defines the amount of mitigation credit necessary to compensate for vernal pool
impacts. The USACE uses the following ratio pattern for determining amount of preservation necessary

to offset project impacts:

e For the loss of a low value pool, one medium or high value pool and its associated CTH should be

preserved.

e For the loss of one medium value pool, three pools of medium or high value and its associated

CTH should be preserved.

o For the loss of one high value pool, five pools of medium or high value and its associated CTH

should be preserved.

For calculating ILF, the applicant is to provide an ILF for direct fill to the pool depression or 100-foot
envelope at the regular wetland rate and, in addition, the same ratio pattern is applied using a standard of
13,000 square feet for each vernal pool habitat, regardless of pool size. For example, the applicant will
pay the equivalent of 13,000 square feet for a low value pool to protect one vernal pool and CTH, plus
any direct fill impacts to the depression or envelope. Similarly, for medium value pools the calculation
would be multiplied by three, 13,000 x 3 = 39,000 square feet; for a high value pool the calculation would
be multiplied by five, 13,000 x 5 = 65,000 square feet.

The fee structure in the 2016 Guidance (at page 95) does not address impacts associated only with
conversion of forested habitat within vernal pool critical terrestrial habitat, and it assumes placement of
direct fill within the vernal pool depression. This guidance is thus generally intended for “hard”
developments resulting in direct fill within the vernal pool. Based on data gathered and evaluated by TRC
(see attached position paper and conference presentation summary, Exhibits 1-7 and 1-8), it is very likely
that the majority of these pools will retain their productivity and functions following construction. TRC’s
study of pools within “soft” land use developments like CMP’s corridors found that the reduction in
forested canopy does not result in a full loss of functions, and the data demonstrate that the highest value

pools (i.e., significant vernal pools as defined by the Maine NRPA) continue to function without loss or
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significant degradation of their ecological functions after the forest canopy within their critical terrestrial

habitat has been cleared.

CMP will utilize the ILF Program to offset direct and indirect impacts to USACE Jurisdictional Vernal
Pools. There is approximately 4.7 acres of direct fill impact to vernal pool depressions or the 100’
envelope. The ILF for direct fill was calculated using the resource dependent formula with a resource
multiplier of one. The ILF contribution for direct fill to USACE vernal pools is $382,686.77.

Because the guidance is more suited for use for “hard” developments, and because of the above-cited
TRC information regarding health and productivity of vernal pools whose critical terrestrial habitat has
been cleared, it is reasonable, at a minimum, to apply an adjustment to the suggested in-lieu fee amount in
those instances where there is no direct fill in the pool envelope or depression. CMP has included
compensation for conversion of forested wetlands previously within this plan, including those that are
within USACE vernal pool critical terrestrial habitat. The compensation plan includes 510.75 acres of
wetland preservation, or 15% over the amount of compensation required to offset the 149.07 acres of
forested wetland conversion. Therefore, a significant adjustment to the suggested mitigation is reasonable
and appropriate to compensate for forested upland conversion impacts within the vernal pool critical

terrestrial habitat, which is the only impact not otherwise compensated for.

There are 56 high value vernal pools that will be impacted by the Project. This fee, which is calculated
based on the fee structure outlined in the 2016 USACE Guidance, is offered in addition the fee for direct
fill described above. CMP applied the ratio of five (5) multiplied by 13,000 square feet to the resource-
specific ILF formula and then applied a 5% adjustment to the calculation to develop the ILF to address
indirect impacts to the upland portion of the critical terrestrial habitat. Upland areas are not regulated
directly by the USACE, as their regulatory authority is over the waters of the United States”; however, it
can be reasoned that there may be secondary impact to this critical terrestrial habitat. As such, for high
value USACE jurisdictional vernal pools, a payment to the ILF Program of $672,587.50 will be made.

For medium value vernal pools, the standard of 13,000 square feet is multiplied by three (3) and then
applied to the resource-specific formula for wetland impacts. For low value vernal pools, the standard of
13,000 square feet is multiplied by one (1) and then applied to the resource-specific formula. There are
122 medium value vernal pools and 72 low value vernal pools which require compensation. When
applying these formulas, CMP calculated that the ILF is $889,219.50 and $168,610.00, respectively.
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In total, CMP will provide $2,113,103.77 to the ILF Program for compensation of direct and indirect

impacts to USACE jurisdictional vernal pools.
1.2.1.9 Compensation of Other Impacts

In its December 12, 2017 Environmental Information Request, the MDEP requested that CMP provide a
mitigation package to compensate for impacts to cold water fisheries and recreational uses of the
outstanding river segments. The MDEP notes, “The Department envisions this mitigation package will be
the responsibility of CMP to implement, not simply providing ILF monies.” In its response, CMP
committed to reach agreement on the terms of compensation for Project impacts with the MDEP and
USACE, which will avoid, minimize or mitigate those impacts through design, location, construction

practices, ILF contribution and/or compensatory mitigation parcels.

On April 3, 2018, CMP, MDEP, and USACE held a working session to discuss the NECEC
Compensation Plan. MDEP (Jim Beyer), maintained that the compensation package must include a
combination of compensation components: ILF, preservation, and/or enhancement, to account for all
Project impacts (most notably, impact to recreational uses of outstanding river segment and indirect
impact to coldwater fisheries). CMP proposes a number of methods to offset impact to these resources,
including land preservation, a culvert replacement program, and incorporation of construction practices to
protect coldwater fisheries habitat and enhancement, described within Sections 1.2.2.3 through 1.2.2.5.
This plan, in combination with the ILF and the compensation parcels used to offset natural resource
impacts, described in Sections 1.2.2.1 and 1.2.2.2, exceeds the minimum compensation amounts required
and provides long term protection of protected natural resources in Maine.

1. Existing Recreational Uses of Outstanding River Segments

The Maine legislature protects certain rivers, “because of their unparalleled natural and recreational
values, provide irreplaceable social and economic benefits to the people in their existing state.” 12
M.R.S. § 403. The NECEC crosses the following five locations which are afforded special protection as
outstanding river segments, as identified in 38 M.R.S. § 480-P and 12 M.R.S § 403:

= Upper Kennebec River

= Kennebec River below Wyman Dam

= Carrabasset River
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= Sandy River
= West Branch of the Sheepscot River

The NRPA further governs proposed activities that cross any outstanding river segment as identified in
section 480-P and provides that “the applicant shall demonstrate that no reasonable alternative exists
which would have less adverse effect upon the natural and recreational features of the river segment.” 38
M.R.S. § 480-D(8). CMP provided an alternatives analyses demonstrating that “no reasonable alternative
exists” for each river segment the transmission line crosses. See NRPA Application, Chapter 2
(submitted September 27, 2017); Responses to Data Requests Letter (submitted March 29, 2018);
NECEC Overhead Crossing of the Kennebec River Letter (submitted July 26, 2018).

As demonstrated by CMP, “no reasonable alternative exists which would have less adverse effect upon
the natural and recreational features of this river segment.” CMP has therefore taken measures to
minimize the Project impact to these resources. In the locations where the HVDC line is to be collocated
within existing rights-of-way, CMP has minimized additional clearing to an average additional width of
75 feet, and minimized additional natural resources impacts by proposing crossing locations in existing,
developed transmission line corridors. Where the HVDC line crosses the upper Kennebec River, the new
crossing location has been redesigned from a 5-structure to 3-structure configuration. Advantages of the
proposed 3-structure design compared to the 5-structure design include: fewer structures; greater vertical
clearance over water; greater vertical clearance over trees; retention of trees over a larger area of forested
buffer; and screened views of the transmission line structures and the cleared corridor from the
perspective of river users. Additionally, in response to MDIFW’s Environmental Review Comments
(submitted July 13, 2018), CMP committed to retaining 100 foot riparian buffers at all outstanding river

segments.

Impacts to outstanding river segments further have been minimized by crossing in locations where a CMP
right-of-way already exists or through design modifications and/or increased riparian buffers. As
discussed in detail in Section 1.2.2.3, as part of this compensation plan to offset impact to existing
recreational uses of outstanding river segments, CMP is including land preservation of three tracts along
the Dead River which collectively will add 1,054 acres to Maine’s conserved lands and provide protection
in perpetuity of 8.1 miles of river frontage along the Dead River, an outstanding river segment. In
addition to the wealth of recreational opportunities (which are not limited to hiking, fishing, whitewater

rafting, canoeing, snowmobiling, wildlife viewing and hunting), these tracts include the protection of
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Grand Falls waterfall, the largest horseshoe waterfall in the State, in perpetuity. Impacts to outstanding

river segments will not unreasonably impact existing recreational uses of these rivers.

Additionally, as detailed in CMP’s July 26, 2018 response to the MDEP’s May 7, 2018 request for
additional information on the overhead crossing of the Kennebec River, CMP proposed significant off-
site mitigation to alleviate any real or perceived adverse impacts associated, in part, with recreational uses
of the Upper Kennebec River crossing (i.e., the Preferred Alternative), an outstanding river segment.
Specifically, and as set forth in the May 30, 2018 Memorandum of Understanding between CMP and
Western Mountains & Rivers Corporation, CMP will provide $22 million to support and enhance tourism
and outdoor recreation in Central and Northern Somerset County, including for the construction,
operation, and staffing of a visitor center, maintenance of trails, maintenance costs associated with
tourism infrastructure, and funding of educational and other programs to improve local tourism. CMP
also will evaluate, and negotiate in good faith, donations of CMP land for trails, huts, Kennebec River

leases, and other recreational infrastructure or amenities benefitting the region.
2. Indirect Impacts to Coldwater Fisheries

In its December 12, 2017 Environmental Information Request, MDEP notes that “the project crosses 67
river, streams, or brooks, which contain brook trout habitat.” The MDIFW’s March 15, 2018 NECEC
application review comments stated that “CMP’s proposed 25 foot riparian buffer will not be adequate for
the protection of water temperatures, water quality, and inputs of coarse woody debris necessary to
support conditions required by brook trout and other aquatic life.” As referenced by CMP’s July 13, 2018
response to the MDIFW, a study by Gleason? on the impacts of powerline rights-of-way (“ROW”) on
forested stream habitat found that despite the open canopy condition, water temperatures were slightly
lower than in off-ROW areas and that none of the water quality parameters were significantly different
between the on-ROW and off-ROW study areas. Gleason’s study also found no correlation between
percent canopy cover and mean percentage of fines and found no significant difference in the Benthic
Index of Biotic Integrity scores between on-ROW and upstream areas. Similarly, a study conducted by
Peterson® on the effects of electric transmission line ROWSs on trout in forested headwater streams in
upstate New York found that stream reaches in electric transmission ROWSs were exposed to more light,

had denser stream bank vegetation, were deeper and narrower, and had a greater area composed of pools.

2 Gleason, N.C. 2008. Impacts of Power Line Rights-of-Way on Forested Stream Habitat in Western Washington.
Environmental Symposium in Rights-of-Way Management, 8th International Symposium, pages 665-678.

3 Peterson, A.M. 1993. Effects of Electric Transmission Rights-of-Way on Trout in Forested Headwater Streams in
New York. North American Journal of Fisheries Management, vol. 13 pp. 581-585.
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Peterson’s study found that trout were more abundant in stream reaches within ROWs and concluded that
the increase in incident sunshine resulted in a denser forb and shrub root mass which further stabilized
stream banks, resulting in less stream bank erosion, deeper channels, and higher populations of trout.
Peterson concluded that electric transmission ROWSs need not constitute an adverse effect on headwater

trout population densities in forested basins.

Nevertheless, in consideration of both MDEP’s and MDIFW’s expressed concern of indirect Project
impact from clearing of the transmission line ROW, CMP has revised its NECEC Plan for Protection of
Sensitive Natural Resources During Initial Vegetation Clearing and Post-Construction Vegetation

Maintenance Plan (Exhibits 10-1 and 10-2, respectively) to include the following:

Riparian natural buffers (or “riparian buffers) must be retained within 100 feet of all perennial
streams within the greenfield (Segment 1) portion of the Project, outstanding river segments, or
rivers, streams, or brooks containing Threatened or Endangered species unless the department
determines that the functions and values of the riparian buffer will not be impacted by the
removal of vegetation and approves an alternative minimum buffer. A *““riparian buffer” is a
buffer on a stream, river, or brook. In no case may the riparian buffer be reduced to less than 25
feet. The riparian buffer is measured horizontally from the top of the stream bank.

Extending the buffer to 100 feet for those streams which meet the above criteria will adequately protect

coldwater fisheries.

CMP also intends to replace improperly installed or non-functioning culverts to improve habitat
connectivity as further described in Section 1.2.2.4 and will implement, in cooperation with the MDIFW,
the Maine Forest Service (“MFS”) Rule Chapter 25 “Standard for Placing Wood into Stream Channels to
Enhance Cold water Fisheries Habitat,” otherwise known as “chop and drop,” as another measure to
protect and enhance coldwater fisheries habitat. The proposal and benefits of chop and drop are discussed

more fully in Section 1.2.2.4.

Additionally, the Grand Falls, Basin, Lower Enchanted, Flagstaff Lake, and Pooler Pond tracts, located
within an area of the State with an abundance of valuable coldwater fisheries, collectively contain 78,710
linear feet of streams, including frontage on the Dead River and Enchanted Stream, which will be

protected under a deed restriction or conservation easement.

3. Impact to Deer Wintering Areas
According to data provided by the MDIFW, a total of 21 deer wintering areas (“DWA”) are crossed by the
NECEC transmission line corridor. All DWAs crossed by the Project are classified by the MDIFW as
indeterminate in value, which means that they are recognized as candidate Significant Wildlife Habitat under the
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NRPA, but currently have no formal value rating. No DWAs are impacted by the Merrill Road Converter Station

or Fickett Road Substation.

Of the 21 DWAs crossed, 10 will be subjected to some conversion of forested habitat to shrub and

herbaceous cover types. Additional DWAs intersected by Segment 4 of the Project will not be affected as
there will be no clearing within DWAs along this segment. The Project will not cross any mapped DWAs
within Segment 1. Construction and maintenance of Segments 2, 3, and 5 will not significantly affect the

habitat functional attributes of the DWAs intersected by the Project for the following reasons:

= Corridor construction will only widen existing, non-forested transmission line corridors by an
average of approximately 75 feet. As such, functional effects on these DWAs are expected to be
indiscernible. It is expected that after construction has been completed, these DWAs will function

similarly to the way they currently do.

= CMP will maintain its transmission line corridors in a manner that encourages the growth of non-
capable shrub species that can provide important winter browse for over-wintering deer and in
accordance with the CMP Post-Construction Vegetation Management Plan (Site Law Application
Exhibit 10-2, revised August 2018 as described above) and CMP’s Environmental Guidelines
(Site Law Application Exhibit 14-1, revised June 2018).

CMP has avoided and minimized direct and temporary impact through adjusting pole placement where
possible and minimizing temporary access roads through these areas. Additionally, CMP proposes to
enhance wildlife habitat in the Project corridor adjacent to DWA by revegetating disturbed soils in upland
areas with a wildlife seed mix promoted and developed by the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (“SAM”)
and the Maine Seed Company. Please see Section 1.2.2.6 for further detail.

1.2.2 Total Compensation

The compensation package consists of 6 mitigation parcels, 3 of which are proposed for preservation to
partially offset unavoidable natural resource impacts and 3 of which will be placed into conservation to
provide compensation for recreational impacts to outstanding river segments and to protect and preserve
coldwater fishery habitat. CMP owns all of the tracts proposed for mitigation and will identify recipients

and finalize transfer of the properties once all required Project permits and approvals have been required.

In addition, CMP will provide a total of $4,282,685.07, in ILF, and has included a number of habitat

enhancements in the plan to improve habitat for coldwater fisheries, species of concern, and DWAs.
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1.2.2.1 In-Lieu Fee

For those impacts offset through the ILF Program, compensation fees were calculated using the resource-
specific formulas, based on the resource compensation rates and multipliers, as provided in the DEP Fact
Sheet — In Lieu Fee Compensation Program (2015) (“ILF” or “ILF Program”). The resource multiplier
takes into consideration the significance of specific resources. Additionally, based on recommended
guidance from the USACE and MDEP, an adjustment, or percentage of standard amount was applied to

account for resources in which a full loss of functions and values do not occur.

As calculated within Exhibit 1-5.1 through 1-5.7 and summarized within Exhibit 1-5, CMP is providing
an In-Lieu Fee of $3,893,350.06 to off-set unavoidable impacts to resource functions and values as a
result of the NECEC Project.

Additionally, CMP has added a robust contingency to account for potential additional natural resource
impacts that may result from future minor design changes (e.g., guy wire types and precise locations that
have not yet been determined) and resolution of minor discrepancies in the natural resource data
identified by third party reviewers and/or during construction of the Project. CMP is providing an
additional 10% of the calculated ILF total, which will add $389,335.01 to the ILF payment, totaling
$4,282,685.07, to be used for these purposes. CMP anticipates requesting a refund of any unused funds

remaining in this contingency after completion of construction.

In addition, to the extent there may be discrepancies identified in the natural resource data by third party
reviewers, CMP will review the location of all Project structures and roads to ensure avoidance and
minimization of resource impacts and, if additional impacts are identified, CMP will relocate such

structures and roads to avoid such impacts to the maximum extent practicable.
The total In Lieu Fee to offset natural resource impacts is therefore $4,282,685.07.
1.2.2.2 Compensation Parcels

MDEP allows for compensation which may include the restoration, enhancement, creation, or
preservation of an area or areas that have functions or values similar to the area. 38 M.R.S. § 480-Z.
CMP has selected its Flagstaff Lake, Little Jimmie Pond-Hardwood Tract, and Pooler Pond Tracts for

preservation as mitigation.
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According to the USACE’s 2016 Mitigation Guidance, preservation as mitigation “does reduce the threat
of future impacts and may stem future aquatic resource degradation.” Mitigation Guidance, p. 10.
Furthermore, the USACE “encourages a combination of upland and aquatic resource preservation over
aquatic resources-only preservation to offer better protection of aquatic functions,” as state laws may not
protect non-wetlands whose degradation would affect aquatic resources. Mitigation Guidance, p. 11.
Pursuant to 33 C.F.R. 8 332.3(h), preservation may be used to provide compensatory mitigation when:

(i) The resources to be preserved provide important physical, chemical, or biological functions
for the watershed;
(i) The resources to be preserved contribute significantly to the ecological sustainability of the

watershed. In determining the contribution of those resources to the ecological sustainability
of the watershed, the district engineer must use appropriate quantitative assessment tools,
where available;
(iii) Preservation is determined by the district engineer to be appropriate and practicable;
(iv) The resources are under threat of destruction or adverse modifications; and
(v) The preserved site will be permanently protected through an appropriate real estate or other
legal instrument (e.g., easement, title transfer to state resource agency or land trust).
Each of the potential preservation tracts (Flagstaff Lake Tract, Little Jimmie Pond-Harwood Tract, and
Pooler Pond Tract) included in this plan meets all of these criteria and provides important physical,
chemical, or biological functions for the watershed in which it is located. A detailed description of each
parcel is included in Exhibit 1-9: NECEC Potential Compensation Tract- Natural Resources Survey

Results Report.

An analysis of the applicable regulatory framework and regional trends, prepared by the Musson Group
and included as Exhibit 1-3, shows that each of these three tracts is open to development in ways that
could damage these important functions and thereby threaten to adversely modify the ecological

sustainability of the watershed.

The functions and values of the three preservation tracts are similar to the functions and values associated
with Project impacts to forested wetlands and IWWH. These three tracts will be used to offset permanent
cover type conversion of forested wetlands, as well as direct and indirect impacts to IWWH. Forested
wetland conversion does not result in a permanent loss of wetland functions or values, although functional
shifts will occur. The functions and values present on the preservation tracts are more than sufficient to
offset these impacts. Similarly, direct and indirect impacts in IWWH will result in a minimal reduction in
habitat value. In some cases, clearing in IWWH will provide vegetation cover type diversity that adds
value to existing IWWH. Because there is no loss of acreage of IWWH, and in most circumstances no, or

minor, reductions in the functionality of the habitats from conversion activities, CMP determined that
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permanent preservation of comparable or higher-value habitat provides more than sufficient
compensation for impact to IWWHSs. A comparison of the functions and values of the Project impact

types and the three preservation tracts is provided below in Table 1-2.

Documentation of CMP’s title, right, or interest in each of the preservation tracts is included in Exhibit 1-
10. For each property, CMP proposes to convey fee ownership to either a non-profit land trust/non-
governmental organization or a state resource agency and the transfer document between the parties will
contain deed covenants and restrictions to preserve the compensation tract and its ecological values in

perpetuity.
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Impacts

Compensation

Functions and Values

Compensation

Shrub (USACE)?

with regards to GW, FA, NR,
SS, WH, REC, UNQ, VQA, and
ESH.

Activity & Regulating Agency Impacted? Type Site Name Primary Functions and Values Provided?
Temporary Wetland Fill Impacts Temporary impacts to WH, ILE NA NA
(USACE) FA, GW, and VQA
Conversion will result in no Little Jimmie Pond-Harwood
permanent loss of wetland Tract GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC
Permanent Cover Type Conversion functions or values.
. . . Wetland
of Forested Wetlands to Scrub Functional shifts will occur Preservation Flagstaff Lake GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC

Pooler Pond Tract

GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC

Direct and Indirect Impacts to High
and Moderate Value Inland
Wading Bird and Waterfowl

Habitat (MDEP)

Clearing of IWWH habitats will
result in a de minimis
reduction of IWWH value

High and
Moderate Value
IWWH
Preservation

Little Jimmie Pond-Harwood
Tract

GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC

Flagstaff Lake

GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC

Pooler Pond Tract

GW, FF, FH, PE, STPR, NR, SS, WH, ED, REC

Permanent Cover Type Conversion

Clearing of VP Habitats will

(MDEP & USACE)

ESH.

in Upland Vernal Pool Habitat result in a de minimus ILF NA NA
(MDEP & USACE) reduction in VP habitat value
Permanent Fill in Vernal Pool
Habitat (MDEP & USACE) WH ILF NA NA
. Permanent loss of GW, PE,
Permanent Wetland Fill Impacts NR, WH, REC, UNQ, VQA, and ILE NA NA

! Function & Value List: GW = Groundwater Recharge/Discharge, FA = Floodwater Alteration, FH = Fish & Shellfish Habitat, STPR = Sediment/Toxicant Retention, NR =
Nutrient Removal, PE = Production Export, SS = Sediment and Shoreline Stabilization, WH = Wildlife Habitat, R = Recreation, ED = Educational & Scenic Value, VQA = Visual
Quality and Aesthetics, ESH = Endangered Species Habitat, UH = Uniqueness/Heritage

2 Source: CMP NECEC Potential Compensation Tracts- Natural Resource Survey Results (8/13/2018).

3 Conversion of forested wetlands includes clearing within SVPH or IWWH.
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1.2.2.3 Preservation for Recreational Uses of Outstanding River Segments
CMP is including, as part of this compensation plan to offset impact to existing recreational uses of
outstanding river segments, land preservation of three tracts along the Dead River which, collectively will
add 1,053.5 acres to Maine’s conserved lands and provide protection in perpetuity of 8.1 miles of river

frontage along the Dead River, an outstanding river segment (12 M.R.S § 403).

These lands, as detailed within the NECEC Potential Compensation Tract- Natural Resources Survey
Results Report, Exhibit 1-9, include the Grand Falls Tract, Lower Enchanted Tract, and Basin Tract (see
Figure 1-1), which not only contain high quality natural resources but will also augment existing
conserved lands protect habitat connectivity, provide opportunity to expand recreational opportunities and
trail networks, and provide long term protection of 8.1 miles along the Dead River, most notably used by
whitewater rafting tourism companies. Adjacent conserved lands include two Western Mountain
Conservation Easement (“CE”) parcels, 457.84 and 560.35 acres, respectively, and the Dead River Trail
and Conservation Corridor easement which includes 660.97 acres. In summary, the 1053.5 acres
contained within the Grand Falls Tract, Lower Enchanted Tract, and Basin Tract will add directly to
adjacent conserved lands, which total approximately 1679 acres, increasing the area conservation lands as
a whole by 39%. The recreational opportunities and their relationship to other conserved lands are

highlighted below.

Table 1-3

Tract Dead River Frontage Acres
Grand Falls Tract 1.6 miles (0.8 on each side) 120.84
Lower Enchanted Tract 2.3 miles along the north side 235.60
Basin Tract 4.2 miles along the south side 697.06
Total: 8.1 miles 1,053.50

Grand Falls Tract: The Dead River Trail and Conservation Corridor passes through this tract. This
parcel is part of the Maine Huts & Trails network traveled by day and through hikers and also used for
camping, cross country skiing and snowshoeing. The Northern Forest Canoe Trail traverses the tract
connecting Flagstaff Lake with Spencer Stream and is the starting point for commercial Dead River
rafting operations. The Tract is also highly regarded for trout and salmon fishing and hunting
opportunities. The Grand Falls Tract has the largest horseshoe waterfall in the state. This tract is
approximately 3.25 miles downstream, along the Dead River, of the 50,000 acre Bigelow Mountain-
Flagstaff Lake-North Branch of the Dead River Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance. Within

the intervening distance is a 1,542 acre moderate value IWWH, linking Grand Falls Tract with the Focus
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Area. Conserved lands on this property are limited to the 200 foot wide Dead River Trail and

Conservation Corridor on the east side of the river.

Lower Enchanted Tract: The Lower Enchanted Tract abuts the Western Mountain Conservation
Easement parcel on both sides (east and west). Preservation of this tract will link segments of and expand
on the Western Mountain Conservation Easement and will encompass approximately 0.7 miles on both
sides of Enchanted Stream as well as 2.3 miles along the north shoreline of the Dead River. The Lower
Enchanted Stream and the Dead River are very popular for brook trout and landlocked salmon fishing.
Commercial river rafting on the Dead River passes along the shoreline of the Lower Enchanted Tract

which also provides emergency access to the river.

Basin Tract: The Basin Tract includes approximately 4.2 miles of frontage along the south side of the
Dead River. The Western Mountain Conservation Easement is located on the opposite shore of the Dead
River, directly north of the Basin Tract. Commercial river rafting on the Dead River passes along the
shoreline of the Basin Tract. Approximately one mile south of the 697-acre Basin Tract there are
approximately 10,000 contiguous acres of Conserved Lands encompassing Pierce Pond, Grass Pond,
Kilgore Pond, Split Rock Pond, Higher Pond, Dixon Pond, Fernald Pond, and Horseshoe Pond, and the
Appalachian Trail Corridor. The Dead River is also highly regarded for brook trout and salmon fishing.

Hunting opportunities are another recreational value of the Tract, as is its wetlands.
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1.2.2.4 Wildlife Habitat Protection and Enhancement

Coldwater fishery habitat is prevalent in the northern region of the Project. In fact, MDIFW has
acknowledged, in an email from Robert Stratton — MDIFW Program Support Supervisor, that “viable
brook trout habitat is not lacking in this region to the extent it might be elsewhere”. Regardless, in
addition to the 100 foot riparian buffer discussed in Section 1.2.1.9 above and the coldwater fishery
habitat proposed for preservation, CMP is proposing the following measures to mitigate for cold water

fishery impacts and to improve coldwater fisheries habitat.

CHOP AND DROP HABITAT ENHANCEMENT
CMP proposes to implement, in cooperation with the MDIFW, the MFS Rule Chapter 25 “Standard for

Placing Wood into Stream Channels to Enhance Cold water Fisheries Habitat,” otherwise known as “chop

and drop,” as part of its coldwater fisheries habitat enhancement and mitigation.

As stated in Chapter 25, adding wood in streams enhances habitat for cold water fish, including brook
trout and Atlantic Salmon, by:

creating pools for fish cover and overwintering habitat

increasing hiding areas for juvenile fish

helping hold gravel beds for spawning

facilitating the narrowing and deepening the stream channel, providing cool water during low
summer flows.

As part of this wood addition treatment CMP will coordinate with the MDIFW to identify appropriate
designated stream reaches and proper wood placement standards, which includes selecting decay resistant
species and choosing appropriate tree diameters and lengths based on the bank full width of the stream.
The wood loading rate, orientation, and placement will be implemented with oversight of a trained

forester and as outlined Chapter 25.

CULVERT REPLACEMENTS

CMP intends to develop a culvert replacement program in coordination with MDEP, MDIFW, and

interested non-governmental organizations, in order to improve the habitat connectivity of coldwater
fisheries in a number of locations where improperly installed, undersized, or damaged culverts are
currently known to exist. In addition, within the Project right-of-way, CMP will replace existing culverts
found to be damaged, installed improperly, or non-functioning. CMP will install replacement culverts

consistent with Stream Smart Principles to improve or maintain habitat connectivity.
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ROARING BROOK MAYFLY AND NORTHERN SPRING SALAMANDER HABITAT
MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT

CMP will execute surveys for Roaring Brook Mayfly and Northern Spring Salamander in the Fall of

2018. As mitigation for unavoidable impacts from tree clearing and equipment crossings (i.e. temporary
bridges) CMP proposes to develop a plan, in coordination with MDIFW, subject to review and approval
of the MDEP, to augment shrubby habitat within riparian areas through select plantings of non-capable
species in all locations within the Project that are known to contain these species. In addition, CMP will
attempt to avoid crossing waterbodies with known occurrences of these two species. In the event
alternative access cannot be found, CMP will coordinat