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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION 

Springtide Seaweed, LLC applied to the Department of Marine Resonrces (DMR) to change the 

species and gear authorization on existing standard lease FREN STA2, located west of Stave Island in the 

Town of Gouldsboro, Hancock Connty, Maine. The leaseholder is seeking authorization to add lantern nets, 

which would be deployed throughout the year along horizontal longlines, for the culture of American oyster 

(Crassostrea virginica) and green sea urchin (Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis). 

1. THE PROCEEDINGS

The application was submitted to DMR on October 30, 2020. The application was deemed complete 

by DMR on November 18, 2020. Notice of the application and the 14-day public comment period were 

provided to other state and federal agencies, riparian landowners, the Town of Gouldsboro and its 

Harbormaster, and others on DMR's mailing list. The evidentiary record before DMR regarding this lease 

amendment application includes five exhibits (see exhibit list below). 

LIST OF EXHIBITS••• 

1. Application for a change of species and gear authorization

2. Executed lease document for FREN STA2 signed August 16, 2019

3. Original lease decision signed May 14, 2019

4. Original lease application, deemed complete April 20, 2018

5. Case file

2. STATUTORY CRITERIA & FINDINGS OF FACT

Approval of standard aquacultnre lease amendments is governed by12 M.R.S.A. § 6072 (13)(G) and 

Chapter 2-44 of DMR regulations. The statute and regulations provide that the Commissioner may grant 

amendments for the use of specific gear, species, and/ or operational modifications on an existing lease site 

provided the proposed changes are consistent with the findings on the underlying lease application, would 

not materially alter the findings of the original decision, and would not result in a change to the original 

lease conditions. 

'Exhibits 1-5 are cited below as: Amendment Application - "App", Executed lease for FREN STA2 - "Exhibit 2", 
DMRDecision on Lease FRAN STA2- "Exhibit 3", Original Experimental Lease Application for FREN STA2 -
"Exhibit 4" and Case File - "CF". 
2 Page numbers are cited using the PDF page number, and not the page number written on the application. 
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