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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION 

1. THE PROCEEDINGS

Nelson Marass applied to the Department of Marine Resource (DMR) to transfer 

to Matthew Odlin, his 1.12-acre aquaculture lease NMR EMG2, located east of Middle 

Ground, in the New Meadows River, West Bath, Sagadahoc County, Maine. The lease was 

originally granted on December 5, 2019 for a _period of five years for the purpose of 

cultivating American/ eastern oysters ( Crassostrea virginica) using suspended culture 

techniques. The current lease expires on December 4, 2024. 

The transfer application was initially received on November 30, 2020 and accepted 

as complete on March 11, 2021. Notice of the completed application and 30-day comment 

period was published in the Times Record on March 30, 2021. DMR also provided notice 

of the completed application and the 30-day comment period to the Town of West Bath 

and its Harbormaster, riparian landowners within 1,000 feet of the aquaculture lease site, 

and to subscribers of DMR's aquaculture list-serve. During_the comment period, DMR 

received thirteen comments. A lease transfer does not require a hearing, and no hearing 

was held. 

A. Original Lease Decision NMR EMG2

The decision on Mr. Marass' standard aquaculture lease application, granting lease

NMR EMG2, was- signed by DMR's Commissioner on December 5, 2019-and found that 

the proposal satisfied the decision criteria as governed by 12 M.R.S.A §6072. However, 

evidence presented during the public hearing for the lease called into question the 

applicant's technical ability to adequately manage or utilize the proposed site'. For 

example, the applicant and his witnesses indicated it was overwhelming trying to process 

1 The public hearing on Mr. Marass' standard aquaculture hearing was held on August 20, 2019. 
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