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Lespedeza hirta (L.) Hornem. 

Hairy Bush-clover 
 

 
Aids to Identification:  Bush-clovers are upright, stiff herbs with 
the characteristic flowers of the pea family. They have 3 leaflets per 
leaf that lack stipules (small narrow appendanges at the base of the 
leaflets), and, unique in Maine, a single seeded fruit that does not 
split open. Separated from the other bush-clovers in Maine 
(Lespedeza capitata and L. intermedia) by the combination of 
yellow-white flowers 3.5-7 mm long and peduncles (stalk of the 
flower clusters) exceeding the length of the subtending leaves. Lespedeza hirta hybridizes with both other species of 
Lespedeza in Maine, so great care is required with identifications. 
 
Ecological characteristics:  Ecological relationships in Maine are not well known. 
 
Synonyms:  Maine populations are represented by Lespedeza hirta ssp. hirta. Formerly known as Lespedeza capitata spp. 
calycina.  
 
 

Rarity of  Lespedeza hirta 

 
 

 

Illustration from Britton & Brown’s Illustrated Flora of the 
Northern United States and Canada, 2nd ed. 
 

Habitat: Dry soils. [Dry barrens (partly forested, 
upland); Hardwood to mixed forest (forest, 
upland)] 

  
Range: Maine and Ontario to Florida, Minnesota, 

Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. 
  
Phenology: Flowers August - October. 
  
Family: Fabaceae 
  

State Rank: 
 

S1 Critically imperiled in Maine due to extreme rarity and 
vulnerability to extirpation. 

New England Rank: 
 

None  

Global Rank: 
 

G5T5? Species and subspecies demonstrably widespread, abundant, 
and secure globally.  Subspecies rank uncertain. 

Status of  Lespedeza hirta 
 

Federal Status: 
 

None No Federal Status. 

State Status: Special Concern  
   
Proposed State 
Status: 
 

Endangered Rare and in danger of being lost from the state in the 
foreseeable future.  
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 Known Distribution in Maine: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

This rare plant has been documented from a total of 2 town(s) in the following 
county(ies): Cumberland, York. 
 
Dates of documented observations are:  1935, 1936, 1999 

  Historical (before 1982)   Recent (1982 - present) 

Reason(s) for rarity: 
At northern limit of range.  

The information in this fact sheet was downloaded from the Natural Areas Program’s Biological and Conservation Database on 04 MAY 
2004. We are grateful to our Botanical Advisory Group for additional information on particular species, and in particular, to Arthur Haines 
for his assistance with identifying characteristics and taxonomic questions.  Nomenclature follows Haines and Vining's Flora of Maine 
(V.F. Thomas Press, 1998); where older works refer to a plant by another name, it is given under "Synonyms". The Natural Areas 
Program, within the Department of Conservation, maintains the most comprehensive source of information on Maine’s rare or endangered 
plants and rare or exemplary natural communities, and is a member of the Association for Biodiversity Information. 
 

If you know of locations for this plant or would like more information on this species,  
please contact the Natural Areas Program 

State House Station 93, Augusta, Maine 04333; telephone (207) 287-8044. 

Conservation considerations: 
Unknown, appears to favor dry, semi-open areas.  


