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A Globalizing Trade that Created Our World
Spain / 
Uruguay

Portugal 
/ Brazil

Great 
Britain Netherlands U.S.A. France

Denmark 
/ Baltic Totals

1501-1525 6363 7000 0 0 0 0 0 13363
1526-1550 25375 25387 0 0 0 0 0 50762
1551-1575 28167 31089 1685 0 0 66 0 61007
1576-1600 60056 90715 237 1365 0 0 0 152373
1601-1625 83496 267519 0 1829 0 0 0 352844
1626-1650 44313 201609 33695 31729 824 1827 1053 315050
1651-1675 12601 244793 122367 100526 0 7125 653 488065
1676-1700 5860 297272 272200 85847 3327 29484 25685 719675
1701-1725 0 474447 410597 73816 3277 120939 5833 1088909
1726-1750 0 536696 554042 83095 34004 259095 4793 1471725
1751-1775 4239 528693 832047 132330 84580 325918 17508 1925315
1776-1800 6415 673167 748612 40773 67443 433061 39199 2008670
1801-1825 168087 1160601 283959 2669 109545 135815 16316 1876992

1826-1850 400728 1299969 0 357 1850 68074 0 1770978

1851-1875 215824 9309 0 0 476 0 0 225609

Totals 1061524 5848266 3259441 554336 305326 1381404 111040 12521337

12,521,337 embarked from Africa, but 10,702,657 disembarked in New 

World. Difference of 1,818,680 = mortality rate avg. 14.5% 

• Slavery touched nearly every continent on earth in 

some way

• Trade was driven by waterways: oceans, rivers were 

the transportation. Technology advancements 

accompanied advancements and increase in slave 

trade 

• Immense human toll. Average mortality rate was 

around 15%; yet at times, the mortality rate was 

over 30%. This is especially true for the illegal slave 

trade 

• Demographic changes in Africa, destabilization long 

term 

[derived from slavevoyages.org]



Slavery in 
Massachusetts 
and the District 
of Maine

Sir:–I received yours by Captain Morris, with bills of lading for five 
negroes, and one hogshead of rum. One negro woman, marked Y on the 
left breast, died in about three weeks after her arrival, in spite of medical 
aid which I procured. All the rest died at sea. I am sorry for your loss. It 
may have resulted in deficient clothing so early in the spring. Benj. 
Bullard to Sir William Pepperell, June 25, 1719.





Racism and the Legal System: Anti-Miscegenation and 
Fugitivity Laws in Maine
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MMN #  101828

Date:   April 3, 1791

Description:  Cargo of the Ship Eagle, 1791

Acco:t of Moneys received on Account

of Negroes Sold at the Aux Cayes

                                                  Liv:s

Madam Smith....................13000            Liv:s

                                        Pay
    Discount for immediate   3000          10,000

Besset De Cavillong............5400

   Discount for immediate Pay 1400            4000

Loiuse Grec.............................................1200

Delmar Oncle..........................................2100

Olivier & Derrecart...................................430

Simon Dela Hautierre......... 5400

Massolas..............................5200

Perin DeMichemont............2300

Louis Jabouin......................2000

Francis Moseau...................2300

G. Gensae............................2500

Chavenau.............................2200

Bruheir.................................3600

Louise Grec...........................800

Olivier & Derrecart.............1214

                                           27514

Received Delaville frere’s Note

of hand in lieu of the above ten

notes, for which they rec’d a dou=        19300

=ceur of ten Hf Joes, for the sum

of 19300 Liv:s payable in 1 Month.

                                                   Liv:s    37036

}

}

Cargo of the Ship Eagle, April 3, 1791. Maine 

Historical Society. Coll. 5 Box 7/11 

Problems with Assessing Maine’s Role in the Slave Trade

1. Lack of research – Few scholarly works have undertaken looking at the big 

picture of New England’s role in the slave trade, let alone Maine’s. New work 

is happening to change that.

2. Misunderstanding of slave trade – Slave trading vessels were MERCHANT 

ships first… Merchant ships also routinely acted as slave traders. This 

paradigm is shifting in broader scholarship of slave trade. Collaborative 

projects like Slave Wrecks Project and SlaveVoyages.org helping to show the 

truly global affects of slave trade

3. Because of above, records for slave trading journeys are likely hidden across 

the archives of New England in merchant journeys. Will need a large 

assessment and re-reading of these materials to get the full picture of the 

involvement.

4. Lack of support for this scholarship in New England institutions – Elimination of 

graduate programs like ANES limits the possibilities of advanced scholarly 

research in this field. Money needs to be devoted to a large-scale archiving 

project like this, ex. SlaveVoyages.org



Brig Kentucky, artist unknown. 1952.31.1. Courtesy Penobscot Marine 
Museum.

Written on back: "Built for Captain Benjamin Carver, 1833, sailed by him 
for 10 to 12 years, then went into slave business from Africa to Rio de 
Janeiro."

➢ The legal participation of American merchants and ships in 
the transoceanic slave trade was abolished by the British in 
1807 and the Americans in 1808

➢ Some ships sailed to the American mainland illegally. Most 
entered ports in the Gulf and SE coasts. There were few, 
however, in comparison to the illegal slave trading by 
Americans that occurred in Cuba and Brazil. There are a 
few reasons why: 

1.  American ports were largely trafficked and patrolled 
by naval forces. 

2. Enslaved people at auction would have been suspect if 
they did not speak English or they had an accent, as by 
the 1830s and 1840s nearly all slaves in the United States 
were born here.

3.  American ships entering ports had to pay taxes and 
tariffs. Illegal slavers would have been found out. 

➢ Act of 1820: participation in the African slave trade was to 
be considered the most heinous crime on the high seas —
piracy — to be punished by death.

The Illegal (Post-1808) Foreign Slave Trade



The Rufus Soule, Maine, and the Illegal Slave 
Trade to Cuba 

Rufus Soule (right) and Susan Mitchell Soule ca. 1840. Freeport Historical Society.

Maine (and more broadly, 
New England) vessels are 
consigned to Brazil in the 
1840s, Cuba in the 1850s, 
traveling to Africa on behalf 
of slave traders

Maritime trades are deeply important to Maine. 
Maine had the 2nd highest percentage of 
registered seamen in the US in 1843

Maine pop. 1840: 501,793 sailors: 855 .0017
Mass. pop. 1840: 737,699 sailors: 3,208 .0043
NY pop. 1840: 2,428,921 sailors: 1,130 .0004
PA pop. 1840: 1,724,033 sailors: 404 .0002

“Slave Vessels,” New York Herald, November 29, 1857 

https://books.google.com/books?id=1KxbAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA14&lpg=PA14&dq=brig+brownsville+Canasi&source=bl&ots=m2D39XqwYZ&sig=ACfU3U2Lb_5_jzF1I0za_MRUcFPk1crGUw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiU8Ozpqd3jAhUElawKHcekCHQQ6AEwCnoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=brig%20brownsville%20Canasi&f=false


Maine Slave Ships in Cuba, 
1854-1865

Approximately 12,345 captive 
Africans embarked in Africa
Approximately 11,528 captive 
Africans landed in Cuba

Mortality rate at least 7%
Note: I only have data for about half 
of the known voyages

Avg. no. of captives per ship: 685
Avg. sale price of captives in Cuba ca. 
1855: $400/$12,000/person
Average net of sale per journey: 
$274,000/$8.3 million
Cost of outfit (per NYT, 1857) avg.: 
$174,000/$5.3 million
Net profits for owners: $100,000/$3.1 
million per journey
Estimated value of New England 
slave fleet by NYT:  $11 million/$332 
million, though likely this figure is far 
too small! 

*Equivalent in 2020 dollars



The Rebecca

Right: “Emigration of Forty-One 

Emigrants to Liberia from New 

Orleans,” The African Repository, 

June 1859.

Left: New York Herald, 

December 21, 1859



”List of Slavers Under the American Flag, 

from February 1859 to July 16, 1860,” The 

African Repository, December 1860. 

Background: Barnard, George N, photographer. Instantaneous view. Group of vessels in the harbor of Havana. Cuba Havana, 1860. [New York, N.Y.: E. Anthony, ?] Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2017650350/.



Resources
• AtlanticBlackBox.com — Researching New England’s role in the slave trade 

(community-driven history project). Bibliography, blog, etc.

• SlaveVoyages.org — Overall history of slave trade; lesson plans, 3D video, raw database. 
Good for qualitative/quantitative analysis.

• MaineStateMuseum.org — Lesson plans, teaching materials

• Maine State Archives/ https://digitalmaine.com/aa_history_me/: African American 
History Collections 

• NMAAHC.si.edu — Talking About Race portal

• Historic Hudson Valley/https://peoplenotproperty.hudsonvalley.org: Online exhibition 
“People Not Property: Stories of Slavery in the Colonial North”

• Enslaved.org — Brand new global database on the history of slavery and the enslaved

https://digitalmaine.com/aa_history_me/
https://peoplenotproperty.hudsonvalley.org/

