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Introducing Ancestry.com
Online Genealogy Resources

Emily Schroeder & Stephanie Zurinski
Maine State Library
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Ancestry.com Contents
 1.5 Billion Names and 

Counting! (Births, 
Marriages, & Deaths)

 Military Records, Including 
the U.S. Civil War

 Census and Voter Lists
 Maps, Atlases and 

Gazetteers
 Immigration and 

Naturalization Records
 Historical Newspapers
 Church Histories and 

Registers
 Social Security Death 

Index

 
 

The Library Edition contains over 4,000 databases of vital records from the U.S., Canada and the 
United Kingdom (and a few other countries)…information that can shed light on your origins: 
the who, the when and the where. After all, our forefathers define who we are today! 
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Search Options

 
 

The blanks are pretty straightforward, aren’t they? Let’s check out the estimated birth year 
feature, and see what happens when we click on “Calculate it”! 
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Computing Birth Year

 
 

Ancestry.com calculates the year for you! 
 
And what about the other options next to it, like “Add life events” and “Add family members”? 
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Life Events Feature

 
 

Even if you are fairly sure of only one aspect of your ancestor’s life, here’s the place to add it! 
The option under this allows you to name a family member… 
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Family Member Feature

 
 

Changing your mind is easy as well, with “remove”…and there’s always the back button… 
 
Still a bit confused? 
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Help Feature

 
 

…for more assistance! Isn’t Ancestry friendly? And you can add more details, with… 
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Advanced Search Feature
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Advanced Search

 
 

You can enter the life event of your choosing, one or more family members, a word or two 
about the person under “keyword”; and just what does “default settings” mean? 
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Default Settings

 
 

Basically, you can choose between exact and approximate spellings, and there’s more than one 
way to do it. For a more complete explanation, click on “About these settings”-Ancestry’s very 
thorough! Let’s move on to the rest of the form… 
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More Options

 
 

You still have the option of using exact spelling, even with race or nationality, and you can check 
or un-check the broad categories they present right before the end… 
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Special Collections Search Tab

 
 

To see descriptions of each collection, go up to the top of the page and click on the “Search” 
tab…Historical Records is pretty much everything, and Family Trees includes family tree data 
entered by Ancestry.com members.  
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Explore by Location

 
 

You can either click on the state itself, or the name underneath the map. Data collections for 
that state will appear in the next window. 
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Next Steps

Exploring 
 Search Contents
 Charts and Forms
 See next tutorial: Available Documents in 

Ancestry.com

 
 

 

 


