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We often get questions from public water systems regarding how long records (water test results, correspondence from the Drinking Water Program, etc.) should be kept. Below is a summary of the most common public water system records and how long the public water system is required by law to keep them. According to the Maine Rules Relating to Drinking Water at 10-144 CMR, Chapter 231 Section 5: Any owner or operator of a system shall retain on his premises, or at a convenient location near his premises, the records as indicated below. Such records must be made available to the public upon request.

	Record
	Retention Time

	Bacteria Test Results
	5 years

	Sanitary Survey
	10 years

	Variances and Exceptions
	5 years

	Daily Operational Records
	7 years

	Disinfectant Residual Records
	10 years

	Chemical Test Results
	10 years

	Lead/Copper Test Results
	12 years

	Violations
	3 years


While conducting a sanitary survey, the Field Inspector may ask to see any or all of these records, so please be aware that these records need to be made available to our staff as well as the general public within a reasonable timeframe. Please contact the Drinking Water Program at (207) 287-2070 if you are unsure if this retention schedule applies to a specific record. When in doubt, retain it!

