Elections to Fill County Official Vacancies Scheduled for 2024
Prepared by the Secretary of State, February 2024

The Maine Constitution and statutes provide that in the event of a vacancy of an elected county official occurring due to death, resignation, disqualification or otherwise, the Governor may make an appointment to fill the vacancy until the next biennial election.  Conduct of the election to fill the vacancy varies depending on the office.  The chart below lists the vacancies that have occurred during the last 2-year election cycle as well as the process for filling each vacancy.  Please contact the Division of Elections if you have further questions regarding any of these elections.

	County Office to be filed
	Year Office Appeared on Ballot
	Description of Vacancy
	How 2024 election will be conducted

	Kennebec County Register of Probate
	2022
	Incumbent resigned in 2023.  Governor appointed replacement May 31, 2023.
	A special election will be held in November 2024. The office will appear on the General Election ballot only.  The Secretary of State will issue a Declaration of Vacancy in the summer of 2024. Qualified parties will caucus to name a replacement candidate and petitions will be made available for non-party candidates.  The election will be for a 4-year term (Maine Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. 6)

	Sagadahoc County Register of Probate
	2022
	Incumbent resigned in 2023.  Governor appointed replacement on July 11, 2023.
	A special election will be held in November 2024. The office will appear on the General Election ballot only.  The Secretary of State will issue a Declaration of Vacancy in the summer of 2024. Qualified parties will caucus to name a replacement candidate and petitions will be made available for non-party candidates.  The election will be for a 4-year term (Maine Constitution, Art. VI, Sec. 6)

	Waldo County Judge of Probate
	2020
	Incumbent resigned in 2022. Governor appointed replacement on December 19, 2022.
	This office would normally appear on the 2024 ballot. No special election is necessary – the office will appear on Primary and General election ballots for a 4- year term.

	Cumberland County Register of Probate
	2020
	Incumbent resigned in 2022; Governor appointed replacement on February 15, 2023.
	This office would normally appear on the 2024 ballot. No special election is necessary – the office will appear on Primary and General election ballots for a 4- year term.

	Waldo County Treasurer
	2022 but no candidate was elected
	Governor appointed replacement on May 22, 2023.
	A special election will be held in November 2024. The office will appear on the General Election ballot only.  The Secretary of State will issue a Declaration of Vacancy in the summer of 2024. Qualified parties will caucus to name a replacement candidate and petitions will be made available for non-party candidates. The election will be for a 2-year term to fill the remainder of original term.
(Title 30-A, 151(3))

	Aroostook County Sheriff
	2022
	Incumbent resigned in 2023.  Governor appointed replacement on August 31, 2023.
	A special election will be held in November 2024. The office will appear on the General Election ballot only.  The Secretary of State will issue a Declaration of Vacancy in the summer of 2024. Qualified parties will caucus to name a replacement candidate and petitions will be made available for non-party candidates. The election will be for a 4-year term (Maine Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 10)

	Sagadahoc County Commissioner District 2
	2022
	Incumbent never took oath of office after election. Governor appointed replacement on February 28, 2023.
	A special election will be held in November 2024. The office will appear on the General Election ballot only.  The Secretary of State will issue a Declaration of Vacancy in the summer of 2024. Qualified parties will caucus to name replacement candidate and petitions will be made available for non-party candidates. The election will be for a 2-year term to fill the remainder of original term.
(Title 30-A, 62(1))

	Somerset County Register of Deeds
	2022
	Incumbent resigned in 2023.  Somerset County Charter provides that municipal officials (rather than the Governor) make the appointment to fill the vacancy.  Appointment made in 2023.
	The Somerset County Charter provides that the appointee holds office until the 31st day of December following the next November election at which a person is elected to fill the office.  Somerset County officials are elected in a non-partisan election.  Nomination petitions for the General Election ballot are available.

	Aroostook County Judge of Probate
	2020
	Incumbent died in December 2023.  Governor appointed replacement on February 1, 2024.
	This office would normally appear on the 2024 ballot. No special election is necessary – the office will appear on Primary and General election ballots for a 4- year term.



