
MAINE VOTER GUIDE PART 1: REGISTERING TO VOTE 

HELLO, I’M SECRETARY OF STATE SHENNA BELLOWS AND I 

OVERSEE ELECTIONS IN THE STATE OF MAINE.  

VOTING IS OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR DEMOCRACY AND 

I’M GLAD TO SEE YOU’RE INTERESTED IN TAKING PART. 

SO LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE IN 

MAINE. 

 

TO BECOME A REGISTERED MAINE VOTER, YOU MUST BE AT 

LEAST 17 YEARS OLD, BE A U.S. CITIZEN AND HAVE 

ESTABLISHED YOUR PRINCIPAL HOME IN MAINE.  

YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE AT YOUR TOWN OFFICE, WHERE 

YOU’LL RECEIVE A VOTER REGISTRATION CARD.  

YOU CAN ALSO REGISTER TO VOTE AT YOUR BUREAU OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES, SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES, OR AT A VOTER 

REGISTRATION DRIVE. 

 

FIRST, CHECK OFF THE BOXES TO CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A 

U.S. CITIZEN AND WILL BE 18 YEARS OLD BY ELECTION DAY.   

THEN YOU MUST PROVIDE YOUR LEGAL NAME (NO NICKNAMES 

PLEASE), THE ADDRESS OF WHERE YOU CURRENTLY LIVE, AND 

YOUR COMPLETE DATE OF BIRTH.   

IF YOU GET MAIL AT A DIFFERENT ADDRESS, PLEASE PROVIDE 

THAT MAILING ADDRESS WHERE REQUESTED.  

 

THEN YOU CAN CHOOSE A POLITICAL PARTY. YOU CAN JOIN 

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, THE GREEN INDEPENDENT PARTY, OR 

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

 

IF YOU DON’T WANT TO JOIN ONE OF MAINE’S THREE PARTIES, 

CHECK OFF “UNENROLLED.” 



 

YOU MUST CHECK EITHER YES OR NO TO INDICATE WHETHER 

YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED TO VOTE, EITHER IN OR 

OUTSIDE OF MAINE.   

IF YOU CHECK YES, YOU MUST PROVIDE THE CITY OR TOWN, 

COUNTY AND STATE WHERE YOU WERE PREVIOUSLY 

REGISTERED TO VOTE. 

 

YOU’RE ALMOST DONE. LET’S CHECK OUT THE OTHER SIDE OF 

THE VOTER REGISTRATION CARD. THIS IS WHERE YOU INCLUDE 

YOUR FORMER LEGAL NAME IF YOU’VE REGISTERED BEFORE 

UNDER A DIFFERENT NAME.  

NOW LET’S TALK ABOUT THE VOTER IDENTIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS: WHEN YOU REGISTER, YOU MUST PROVIDE 

YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER, YOUR STATE ID NUMBER, OR 

THE LAST FOUR DIGITS OF YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER. 

 

THEN, ONCE YOU SIGN AND DATE THE CARD, YOU’VE FINISHED 

FILLING IT OUT. 

 

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR COMPLETED VOTER REGISTRATION 

CARD TO YOUR MUNICIPAL REGISTRAR OR TO THE AGENCY 

FROM WHICH YOU RECEIVED IT.  

WHEN YOU REGISTER FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MAINE, YOU’LL 

NEED TO PROVIDE IDENTITY DOCUMENTS, TOO. 

 

YOU CAN SHOW A CURRENT UTILITY BILL, OR USE YOUR 

DRIVER’S LICENSE OR ID, BANK STATEMENT OR PAYCHECK 

STUB.  

ANY GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT WITH YOUR NAME AND 

ADDRESS WILL DO.  



IF YOU DECIDE TO MAIL YOUR CARD AND A COPY OF YOUR 

IDENTITY DOCUMENT, MAKE SURE IT WILL ARRIVE AT LEAST 21 

DAYS BEFORE THE NEXT ELECTION. 

 

IF YOU FORGET TO REGISTER TO VOTE, DON’T WORRY. THE 

STATE OF MAINE HAS SAME-DAY VOTER REGISTRATION. 

SIMPLY FILL OUT YOUR CARD AT THE POLLS ON ELECTION DAY. 

 ONCE YOU ARE A REGISTERED VOTER IN MAINE, IT’S GOOD FOR 

LIFE UNLESS YOU CHANGE YOUR NAME OR ADDRESS, SO 

YOU’RE READY TO GET INFORMED AND CAST YOUR BALLOT IN 

THE NEXT ELECTION. 

 


